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natural one we had of working up the Wool of our Growth into Cloth for Turkey, not by imitare- 
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ABILL for Inlarging and Regulating the Trade ta. 
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T has been owned by the Levant Company, in a much fuller Manner than any body elſe 
could have made out, that their Trade has been, for ſome Years paſt, in a dechning State 
and they have beep {afar from endeavourimg to conceal 2 Matter of ſuch infinite Concern 
to the Publick, th x ang belies there ha been any Mention of their Affair in Parliament, 
or that they bad felt the Effects of the Retardments © which the Span War expoſed them,” 
had made Repreſentations, and exprefled their Ayprebenſions where they ought, and | 
one all that was in their Power, towards anfyering the Truſt repoſed in them by the Nation, 
The State of this Trade has ſince been the Subject of a publick Inquiry y and the Turkey Com- 
1 | 21 N 1 . 
my hope they have given a very clear and full View of the ſeveral Springs, from whence alone 
this Decay of their Trade is derived. | 7 > 3:hicq oo 56 


„ 8 | es | | 
They have ſhewn, that, when new Competitors put in for a Share of a Trade, they muſt 


Y 


© work upon. grit” 2 
That, during the. moſt fowiſhing Time) of their Trade, it was chiefly carried on in a coarſer 
Sort of Cloths, made altogether of Engliſþ Wool, in which no other Nation could vie with 
them, 


X That the French Cqurt, bent upon all the Means that could increaſe its Influence and Power, 
had, during a Courſe of long Proſperity after the Treaty of the Pyrenzes, turned its Views to | 
Trade, particularly that of the Levant, which, under the wile Adminiftration of Monf. Colbert, \ 
was purſued with great Affiduity, and a vaſt publick Expence; till by Degrees, and by the Help l 
of Premio's, and the Encouragement of great Conveniencies for the Manufacturers, built by the 
Publick; end enjoyed by. the. others Rent · free, the Cloth Manufactures of Languedat were brought j 
to ſuch Perfection, that a Cloth made of Two-thirds Sem Wool, and One- third Wool of | 
that Proyince and the Neighbaurhood, was ang. is made: which ſells at as low a Price in Turkey, 
as. the Exgliſb can fell a cœarſe Cloth of 9 J. to 19}. which is made of Wool not worth above N 
We the Pound; 8 75 the Waot the French Cloth is made of, on the loweſt Medium, 0 
muſt be wo lea Two Shillings the Pound.” This Superiority: of Materials, and a 


rth at the 
finer Spining, makes a more ſhewy Cloth, which muſt find Vent in a warm Climate, where a 
thin Cloth · is generally preferred, and for ſome Purpoſes no orher is uſed. ' © DAR. 
That the French alſo make Cloths of All Spaniſ< Wool far Turkey, which tho“ they ſell cheaper 
than we can afford our Superfines, yet it is not in the ſame Proportion, and ours are better; but 
yet the Bulk of the Trade is in the lower Sprgs, *' * n 567 ON 


And ho! there are Engliſh Refine Cloths made of a Mixture of Span and Engliſh Wool, yet 
as the loweſt Sorts of them come to at leaſt Fourteen Pounds the ſhort Cloth of 39 Vards, this: 
Sort cannot ſtand a Competition with the French Cloth, which is ſold ſo much cheaper. 

That the French, by this acquired Advantage of Spariſb Wool, have. got che better cf the 


A ing 


[2] 

ng our Cloth, tho?, for the Introduction of theirs, they borrowed dur Names; but by producing 

a fe Manufacture, better ſuited to that Climate, they have given a new Taſte to the People; 

which we muſt comply with, or be content with the Share we now enjoy of that Trade, (if even 

= — - acts under whatſoever Regulations, or by whomſoever, the Trade may be car- 
on hence. h 


That this Miſchief has been repreſented to our Clothiers ; but their Attempts to make their 
Cloth thinner, and theit > to ſell it cheaper, have all ended in making it worſe in 

lity g ſo that thoſe who uſed to deal in it abroad, are afraid to meddle with it: Whereas the 

doc Manufactures are under a publick Inſpection, whereby the Quality is aſcertained, and 

the ot to the Fab of thb publick Seal or Standard, rather than to their own Judgment. 


That the French have increaſed their Trade to Turkey, by carrying thither Indigo and Coffee 
in great 1 have not, and likewiſe Sugar, which they ſell much cheaper than 
2 whether we ſhould ſend that of our own Plantations from hence, or of the Brafils from 


With regard to the other Branch of the Zevent Trade, which is the Returns, upon which our 
Exports intirely depend, and we take for our Manufactures and Produce ſold there, it has been 


That fince the late Czar of Muſcovy Peter's Conqueſt of the Provinces of Gbeelaut in Perfia, 
where the Sberbaffe Silk is made, little of that Silk has come into Turkey, which made a princi- 
pal Article of Returns from thence; the Enxgliſb, before that Time, uſually buying at Aleppo and 
Sw7r1e at the leaſt One thouſand Bales one Year with another, worth about One hundred Pounds 
the Bale, and chiefly in Barter againſt Cloth, great Part of which the Silk Merchants carried back 
with them into Perfia; and that altho* that Province has been reſtored to Perfia, yet the almoſt 
continual Wars upon thoſe Frontiers ever ſince, have ſo in the Commerce between 
Turkey and Perfia, that little or no Silk has been brought from thence, nor (it is to be feared) 
would there be, tho* that Cauſe ſhould ceaſe, which it muſt one Day do, fince it is now permit» 
ted to bring that Silk through Muſcovy. N <a * 8 


That, beſides che Silk Trade, Rhubarb, which was once a good} Article of Return, is 2. 


alſo carried through Nana, and Bec = Nn ˙ůin me TIand Df Mar CT.. 
That there is a Decreaſe here in the onſumpti of ſome other Drugs, as well as in that of 


Gauls and Goats-wool. 


That there is a very notable Decreaſe likewiſe, at the leaſt of one Half, in the Conſumption 
of Mohair Yarn, (which is a principal Article of Return) by the Change of Faſhions, and Pre- 
ference of Silver, Gold, Horſe-hair or Metal Buttons to thoſe made of Mohair Yarn ; and which 
has been thought ſo important a Conſideration, that there is an Act of Parliament to favour the 
Uſe of them. | | | 


That there has been, of late Years, ſo great an Increaſe in the Importation of Raw Silk from 
Spain and Ha, occaſioned by the Facility of dealing for Money, (for all this is bought with ready 
Money, without the additional Export of a ſingle Piece of any one Manufacture towards paying 
for an Increaſe to the Amount of One hundred thouſand Pounds by the Year in the importing of 
Silk) that the Tirktey Merchants cannot find ready Vent for the Raw Silk of the Growth of Turkey, 
which:they take in for the Brizzh Manufactures they fell there. | 


Andi that there has been a great leſſening in the C ion of this raw Silk by the 
Uſe of Thread or Cotton in the ſtead of Silk Stockings, and, it is to be feared, alſo by the illicit 
— of Fre Sil Socks o be fea 


"HF S599) [MELON IONS * 3") hon TRES a | 
It has alſo been further ſhewn, that the Members of the Turkey Company (for there is no joint 

Stock, but every one trades on his own feparate Account) have conſtantly kept the Markets 

abroad fully | with che Manufactures and Produce of this Kingdom, as well as the Mar- 


Theſe are ſuch clear and evident Cauſes of the Decay of the Turkey Trade, and each of them 
is ſo fur out of the Reach of any thing contained in the Bill now depending in Parliartent, _ 


| & 
. 


[3] 


if there was à moral Certginty no Inconvemience could ariſe from paſſing it into a Law, it ſeems 
an Experiment not worth making; and it is very remarkable, that a Diſpoſition ſhould prevail 
to attribute the Decay of the Exgliſþ Trade to Turkey to Reſtrictions and Regulations in favour 
of, or made by, the Company when it has been fo fully made out, that the French Trade, 
which has riſen upon the Decay of ours, has been founded and carried on under cloſer Reſtric- 
tions, and much ftronger Regulations. - | 


For the French Trade, at leaſt the Exportatich of Cloth; is confined to the Port of Marſeiller, 
whereas every Port in England is open for the Trade to the Levant. The very man ing 
their Cloth is under Regulations, and ſubject to Inſpection. | 


No one can $0 into the Levünt; to ſettle as a Merchant or Factor, without a particular Per- 
miſſion ; but by the r land, 
thoſe living in or near London being free of the City, or any Nobleman or Gentleman, has a Right 


to his Freedom of the Company, and may ſend what Factors (being his Sons or Apprentices) he 


pleaſes into Thr: 
Every Engliſh Factor ſells his Goods when or to whom he pleaſes, br oh what Conditions; 
whereas the French Factors muſt ſell their Cloth at the Time fix'd by a general A t, At 


a certain Price, and in a limited Proportion; and in making Returns; ſome Sorts of Goods, par- 
ticularly Wool; at Conſtantinople; can only be bought in that manner. | 

From this Cotmpariſori of the French Regulations and Reſtraints with ours, it muy be naturally 
concluded, that as the Trade of both Nations is tarried on to the ſame Places, if Regulations have 


hurt ours; they muſt have felt a like Effect on theirs; or if their Trade has been alſo hurt by 


them, it muſt have ſome other Advantages, which are out of the Reach either of the bad Direction 


their Trade may be ſuppoſed to be under; bt of any better ( it is meant of this kind) we may put 


durs under; fince it has gone on increaſing 

The ames of Trade and Woollen Manufactures * Weight with them; and che Op- 
bei of chis Bill profeſs ehey have up other Views than Ie ceng ui mint ofthe Trade be 
the Levant, from the ill Effects they apprehend from this Bill; if it ſhould paſs into a Law. 


Before any Remarks are maue upon the Bly 1 Avis be premied, may die Trade to Turkey . 


That by this Treaty the King's Subjects ate put on 4 much better Foot, in point of Trade, 
than any of the ror iran, AF og Cent. Cuſtom ; whereas the other ſtipulate only to pay 


Three, but which, by the low 
than TwWI. : 


That by theſe Capitulations an Engizþ Subject, having once paid Cuſtom, has a Right ta de- 
mand 12 of the Cuſtomet with which he may — Goods from be Fat of the 
Empire to another, without paying any other Cuſtom, which no Subject of Turtey can do. | 


That there are ſome of the Articles of the Capitulations which are directly againſt the funda- 
mental Laws of the Country; and which only can be ſupported by Power; which ſometimes will 
not do; as; That Witneſs ſhall not be received againſt an Eugliſpman without a Writing to eſtabliſh 
a Debt; That in all Demands and Cauſes above the Value of about 67. an Enghi/bman may appeal 
to the Divan at Conſtantinople: Which; in a manner, exempt them from the Juriſdiction in the 


| That no Miniſter 6F the Cbuntry ſhall interfere, in arty Cauſe or Diſpute betueen Zig ifmay 
— but the Decifion is to —y— — | 

Theſe great Exemptions muſt, no doubt, give great Uneaſineſs to the Fatinets of the Cuſtoms, 

- who ſee great — paſs, os Ws Tor Hr and to the Paſhaus and 

other Magiſtrates, who are accuſtomed to raiſe Contributions every-where, and brook ill to ſee 

thoſe from whom ſomething might be had, almoſt altogether out of their Reach! So that it 

| > 09:3 C - Udi. <* S V3 | 4 | | $4 requires 


aluation ſettled by an eſtabliſhed Tariffe, amounts to little more 


[41 


requires a very even and ſtead Condit, to avoid giving, Occaſions of Offence, uch fldom 
ge Animator; = oi ſight eve tbe, or lgrad er rg, —— 


be Quarrel between Sir Knew. Digly and the Vene Adiniral, in the Bay of Scenderoop,, 
colt the Twrkey Company above Twenty thouſand Pounds: A Diſpute between Sir Sackwill Crow 
and the Nation, coſt above Eighty thouſand Pounds: A Pretence, about the Year 1680, that a 
Quantity of Pieces of Eight were not of the true Alloy, coſt Seven or Eight thouſand Pounds: 
A Detention of the, Capitulations by a Vizier, and other little Diſputes about the fame Time, 
colt as much ; The ery of a Captain who had taken a Freight at Mzxondria, colt the Nation 
at Cairo a great deal © + "Lang and had like to have occaſioned the Murder of them all: And 
the Indiſcretion and Abſurdity of a young Man, under Dutch Protection, at Aleppo, within theſe 
tew Years, cauſed an Inſurrection in that City, which threatened. the Lives and Eſtates of all the 
Foreigners there; Theſe r and WES en 0 be n ; 
W | 10 


But to come to the Bill: The Levant Company never r thought i it of any immediate Concem 
to them, that Merchants inhabiting in or within Were — of en ſhould be free of the 


Vas before they could receive them. 


The have likewiſe conſidered the Fine taken for Admifion ds of the C 
as 45 2 Point of very little Moment to them; tho? it was even much leſs than it is now put e 
than as fmall A * oe induce low mean People to be taking up their Freedom, and to be 
roaming in Turkey rgjes and Adventures, to the Diſturbance of the good Order eſtabliſhed 


chere, and the * — all the Privileges we enjoy: And upon the Experience of theſe Incon - 
vennjencies it was, che Freedom of the was by the Charter limited to mere Mer+ 
| Chants, ( The Precaution was certainly moſt nec For tho” there may be Perſons out of 


Deſcription, from whom nothing of this Sour can be anpiehendede m who meg be very: fi 
Fon becauſe for theſe, Tem Compiny z yet that canner be an Ane for a-ganeral 
TIT nn Danpmannss may be found. 


bu beſides thoſe who, fram their lanorance, Abfadiry, 3 8 * be * * 
fion of Scandal and Difarder in Turkey, there is another Sort of People, who (by the concurring 
Opinion of all who have lived in the Levant, and have an Knowledgejof | of the he C ourſe of Mer- 
S And this ue ki 2 dice: a . Tmdets, but — 22 

uv vals Qu N. ins 
cumſtances with Tagen ro tho ſe of their own Nation already e e in all heulen Tante 


as Subjects of the 


this, Qpinion there are Iwo ſtrong Reaſons; one is, mtr mat nl 
of all Fan. and of courſe dur Ebene fo Turkey... 


The other, That if the Trade can be ſupported, it muſt al fall i into their 2 * aA 
E of all the reſt of his — 8 he 


"ti is aotorious. that CEE Jos are, they make Gas * 3 dei Regio, in its f ul In- 
anten ſeparates them from. the reſt of the Worid; and their Unmixadleneſs (if the Word 
may be allowed) is an indelible Character. As they are not a People given to hard Labour, 
there are amongſt them few Huſbandmen, hard-working Handicrafts-Men, or Labourers; but 
dhe Poor amongft them generally ſubſiſt upon caly, handicraſt Trades, retailing or changing 
Things rom Hud to Hand in great Towns: This is remarkably che Caſe with them in 
its Where, by e Application to Brokerage, they have generally worked themſelves 
4 and at C le this prevails ſo far, that, by the Circummſtancę of 
2 — Jews be Cloth-ſhops, they have not only got the Monopoly of that Profeſ- 
ſion, but they have found the Secret to raiſe the Price of it fo ma what is known in any 
wie le 3 8 75 bers of Jews __ y all che — 
rei erchant and the Cloth- buyer, are Num W 
— there are Shops; and they get a Brokerage of ſo much by the Lac for all Cloth, as 


. 2 walls for ngny other Goods ie by Retail, as fs" yang ogy edgy Hun- 


ee. were z and [any Shop-keeper who ſhould refuſe to pay this, would be the Ohject 


Belides, they have uſt « Right of diſpoſing and directing 
of Fer weeks ee g hy har ped B. de pling Petr 


chast muſt have his own Rroker) againſt their Conſent, to oblige them to keep them, _—_— 
| 7 


(5] 
they are fit for their Buſineſs or not ; and they have exacted the Payment of Brokerage of an 
Engliſh Merchant to a conſiderable Value where it had not been earned; for he had turned off his 


Broker for Diſhoneſty. - But this was not allowed as a Reaſon by the leading Jews, to whom 
this Matter was referred, as they had not been applied to. 


This Power, which they have exerciſed: with ſo high a Hand, is not founded on any fort of 
Authority they have, but is the Effect of cloſe and illegal Combinations amongſt themſelves : 
For, as many of them are Bankers and Cloth-buyers, with whom the foreign Merchants have 
their Intercourſe, they have, when Oppoſition has been made to theſe Exorbitances, not only 
interdicted (or forbid dealing with) particular Merchants, but a whole Nation. And, in the 
Caſe of the Exgliſb Merchant mentioned before, when the French Ambaſſador, from Regards 
to him, ſpoke to ſome of the Chiefs of them about it, and repreſented the Hardſhip of it, 
one of them anſwered him, That all Places had their Cuſtoms ; and if that Merchant did not 
comply with what was expected of him, he would find it a hard Matter to recover any thing 
of what was owing to him in that Place; and named to that Miniſter the Sum which was 
owing to him amongſt the Jes, which particular People had been obliged to give an Ae- 


count of. 


: Theſe Violences occaſioned ſo general a Diſcontent, that they thought fit to abate a little 


of their Pretences, and Things were upon a more tolerable Foot: However, when the French 
Ambaſſador lately renewed the Capitulations, he got an Article to be inſerted, that the French 
Merchants ſhould employ whom they pleaſed for Brokers, and that none of the Jem Nation 


ſnould pretend a Right of Succeſſion to be a Broker to any French Merchant, or to aſſign any 


Stipend, or dead Pay, either to a Broker turned out, or to the Family of a deceaſed 
* ä 


This has put Things upon a better Foot for all other Nations; but if Jes come once to be 
Members ot the Levant Company, thoſe Fews muſt co-operate with their Brethren in Turkey 
in this national Point; for Brokerage is their main Support: We ſhall have Enemies amongſt 
ourſelves, and we and our Trade muſt be abandoned to their Diſcretion, which will put it upon 


a worſe Foot than that of any other Nation. 


The Jews are generally the Agents of the great Men in Turkey, and are employed in all the 
Cuſtom-houſes ; and long Experience has ſhewn, that when Innovations are attempted to the 
Prejudice of a foreign Nation, they are generally ſet on Foot by the Jes; and how will it be 
poſſible to purſue any Counſels for our Defence and Security, when we have thoſe amongſt us 


who are united with thoſe who ſeek to hurt us? 


The Turks have been accuſtomed to the _—_ Chriſtian Subjects only, and to look upon 
them as thoſe in Favour of whom the Benefit of the Capitulations is granted. | 


The Engliſh Jews will a as a new Nation to them; and, as they muſt ſee them reſort- 
ing to the Synagogues of their Subjects, which, in all the Towns, are in ſeparate hy 
from where the Foreigners dwell, they will in time begin to look upon them as one People 
with them, and make Difficulties of allowing their Goods to paſs for the ſame Cuſtom as thoſe 
of other Engliſhmen were wont to do; or to allow thoſe Goods to paſs free from Place to Place 
in Turkey with a Cuſtom-houſe Receipt, from whence ſuch Diſputes may ariſe as may endanger 


the Capitulations. 


If, upon the Encouragement of this Bill, Jews born in Turkey ſhould (as no doubt they 
will) come to England; and be made Denizens, they might immediately demand their Freedom 
of the Company, and return to Twrkey ; in this Caſe they would to be protected there, 
as other Members of the Company; and the Ambaſſador and Conſuls muſt, in Obedience to 
this Law, endeavour it: This may occaſion ſuch dangerous Conteſts, as may ſlacken that faſt 
Friendſhip, which has ſo long ſubſiſted between the Sovereigns of Great Britain and the 


P orte. * 1 a 


It may and will be worth the while of many Jews to pay the Fine to the Company, in order 
to go into Turkey without any View of trading to or from England, but to live or follow any 


other Employment there, and be protected as Engliſh Subjects; and, upon the Hope of this, 


ſeveral will, in all Likelihood, go; for with this Circumſtance many would ur w. the Levant 
to any Part of Chriſtendom, as nearer the Holy Land: This would be a further Subject of 


Diſpute with the Ottoman Court. 
B But 


—— 
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But the Bill ſays; Factors ſhall no longer be traded to, than whilſt under the Protection of 
the Ambaſſador or Conſuls: To this it is anſwered, That they muſt continue ſo for their own, 
Security, otherwiſe they muſt immediately fall into the State of Subjects of the Sultan, and 
muſt pay the Poll Tax; and as to the Regulations of the Company, they will be under ſmall. 
Difficuky. of ſubmitting, to them; for in a little time their Nation muſt have the forming them. 
But this dbes not ſeparate them from their own Nation, or exempt them from its Juriſdiction, 
to which they are, by the ſtrongeſt Motives, bound. | 


It has been urged, that theſe Engliſh Jews are in no Connexion with thoſe of Turkey, but 
will live ſeparate as Engliſhmen: But it is known they are the very fame People; for as well 
Thoſe, as Theſe, are generally Refugees from Italy or Spain. And thoſe very Perſons, who have 
thought themſelves moſt intereſted in the Event of this Bill, are no more Engli/omen, than any 


Conſtantinople Few may be at any Time by Den ization. 


It is known to all who have lived at Meppo, that the Leghorn Fetus, who liye there under 
French Protection, wear their Beards, and live and converſe altogether with the Jets of the, 
Place, with whom they intermarry. The chief Partner of the Few at Smyrna, who has been, 
eited in a late Caſe, . does the ſame at Smyrna; and it is known, that they all contribute, in 
ſome Form or other, either by a Rate or free Gift, to the Maintenance of the national Poor; 
which is a heavy Charge, and many of them have been heard to complain of it as-ſuch, 


Several of the Ji now living at Conſtantinople, and elſewhere, are deſcended from ſuch as 
came from Italy under ſome foreign Protection; but, mixing there with their own People, the next 
Generation of them became Subjects: of the Sultan: The ſame thing will no doubt happen with 
the Engliſh Jews ; and as to ſuch of them as may not marry, there are not wanting Induce- 
ments to their conſidering themſelves as at Home in Turkey. 


The Protection given to Stranger Jews, by the Chriſtian: Ambaſſadors in Txrkey, is very dif- 
_ ferent from what the Engliſh Jews are to have from this Bill; for thoſe Stranger Fews are not 
confidered as the Subjects of any one of the States by whom they are protected, but as Sub- 
jects of States not in Amity with the Porte, and who are allowed to reſort to Turkey, under 

tho Rrotection of ſome one of the Nations eſtabliſhed there: But they are not received into the 

Community of any of the Nations they are under, or have a Place at their national Aſſemblies ; 

nor can thoſe who are protected by France, who are the greater Number, trade to or from 
Fraic: ; and, in caſe of any Difficulties, they are to be helped out at their own particular Ex- 

pence; they pay their Conſulage, and are exempted from being treated as Subjects of the 

Country; and even in this, their Pretenſions are to be treated with great Moderation. 


The Turks allow the Protection of their own Subjects by foreign Ambaſſadors, with the 
Commiſſion of an Honorary Druggoman in the ſame Manner; and a Vizier, or other great 
Miniſter, will often aſk this as a Favour, in Behalf of a ew or Chriſtian they may be dif- 
poſed to. favour. | i „ 


The other Reafon againſt admitting the Jews into the Levant Company, is, that they will in 
time get all che Trade into their own Hands; but this is the leaſt Inconveniency that can happen 
by this propoſed Regulation: This Apprehenſion is founded ſolely on the Preference they will have 
from their Nabren in Turtey: The large Communities of Fews there, have a great Influence, which 
Will be employed in favour of their Brethren againſt the King's Chriſtian Subjects; and it muſt 
and will bear them down in the End. They are not afraid of the Skill or Induſtry of the Jes; 
thoſe are in every Man, as God has given him Talents, and he has employed them: Nor are they 
apprehenſive the Jetos, by their Oeconomy, can go cheaper to Market than they; for they have 
ſen as many Inſtances of Vanity and Exceſs in Turtey, amongſt them, as amongſt any other Set 
of People; and their national Expences there muſt be great. There have, indeed, been Sug- 
geſtions that they could do Buſineſs for leſs Commiſſion : But this is an Abuſe; and there was 
lately a very flagrant Inſtance at Conſtantinople, of a Few Houſe, which had pretended to mighty 
Matters of this kind ; and a great Circulation was carried on for ſome time, but all ended in a 
ſcandalous Failure; the two Partners diſappeared ; ſome of the Creditors upon the Place got ſome- 
what in a ſort of Scramble, but for the foreign Correſpondents, who were chiefly at Venice and 

Holland, there was not any thing left. What, therefore, the King's Chriſtian Subjects hope for, 
i, that they ſhall not, by this Bill, be put within the Reach of a moſt undue Influence and Pre- 
ference z, which mult be the Caſe, if the Zeros come at all into this Trade. g 


It 


BY 


It has been urged, that the Fews, having great Influence in Trade in Turkey, may become 
Inſtruments for retrieving ours, by promoting the Sale of our Commodities; or by diminiſhing 
it ſtill further, by diſcouraging them, if they ſhould be offendet: But this can have little Weight; 
for tho* the French and we deal in Cloth, yet they are different Sorts, and the Buyers muſt take 
that they can moſt readily diſpoſe of; the Jews cannot influence the Taſte of the People: This, 
then, is a moſt ſlight Foundation to build any Hopes upon; for the French do not allow the Jews 
to live in their Country; yet their Cloth ſells in Turkey, and they wiſely keep their Trade, as far 
as they can, under their own Direction, and out of the Reach of thoſe who care no further for it, 
or them, than to make all the preſent Advantage they can of both; and in which we ſhould do 
well to imitate them: And, with regard to our Clothiers at Home, if by this Bill the Twrkey 
Trade ſhould become a Monopoly in the Hands of the Jews, they would have little Reaſon to 
value themſelves upon having been acceſſory to the Change. 


By the Bill there is no Proviſion made for bringing Home Returns for Goods carried into Tur- 
key from any foreign Ports, as Pepper, or other Spices, from Holland, Cochineal from Cadiz, 
Sugars from Lisbon, Wrought Silks from Italy; the Produce of which cannot be diſtinguiſhed in 
Inveſtments, tho* ſometimes Returns, to a greater Value than the Imports, may be made to thoſe 
foreign Ports. 


There is the like Defect, as to whatever Improvements Factors may make in Turkey, either by 
the Intereſt of Money, Commiſſions from taly or Holland, which are common, or Trading in the 
Country; as alſo, as to what may be ſaved by a King's Ambaſſador or Conſul. Under theſe Omiſ- 
ſions, the Oaths required of Factors in Turkey, as well as of the Captain of a Ship here, cannot 
be taken; and the Affirmation made now under the Order of the Company, anſwers all Ends 
much better. | 


The great Latitude of the Words which authorize Freemen to rt or import at all Times, 
and to and from all Places, makes it impoſſible for any Magiſtrate Abroad to interpoſe, if a Ship 
ſhould be laden in Time of Danger of Efection for who will dare to go againſt the plain Letter 
of an Act of Parliament? There may be other very good Motives for the Detention of a Ship 
for a Time, ſuch as a Diſpute about Cuſtam, which it may be the Intereſt of the Concerned to 


pay, upon a ſmall Value, rather than loſe Time, tho? the Precedent may be the Loſs of a valu- 
able Privilege to the Nation: And this is what there ſhould be ſome Power to prevent, 


As this Bill, 'when paſſed into a Law, will be a Part of the Company's Charter eſtabliſhed upon 
a different Authprity fm: the reſt, there will always be Doubts and Queſtions how far the other 
Part may bind,: eſpecially as to the Penalties of Non-obſervance of By-laws, without which it 
will. be to no Purpoſe tg make them; and the rather, as there is no mention in the Bill of any 
other Payments tp be made, or Monies to be levied, than by Aſſeſſments on Goods and Merchan- 
dize at Shipping or: Landing, or any thing expreſſed of Obedience to By-laws in the Clauſe of 
Admiſſion, * thay that all Members to be received ſhall take the Oath to the Company: 
But this authorizes. not the levying Penalties, nor are any Means laid down for aſſerting the Charter 
by any Penalties on ſuch as may incroach upon it. Indeed, it ſeems to be underſtood, that where 
thisBill does not direct, the Charter is to the reſt in full Force: But Laws ſhould be clear and 


expreſs, and Loſeneſs or Uncertainty about them are great Miſchiefs. 


Upon the Whole, it. is allowed by the Promoters of this Bill, that it is intended only as an Ex- 
periment z but che: making Experiments for the Sake of them, without Probability of Succeſs, 
andat great Hazards, was never thought prudent. It is evident, that not one of the Remedies 
provided by this Bill, reach any of the Difficulties our Trade labours under. What new Member 
of the Company, or Number of them, can reſtore the Perſia Trade, or enable our Manufacturers 
to make ſuch Cloth, and ſo cheap, as we may rival the French? This muſt be the Effect of better 
Proviſions, and the other the Work of Time and Events, aſſiſted by Vigilance to improve them; 
But the Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs that threaten on the other Side, are in View, and at Hand; 
and if they once reach us, will not eaſily be removed. 


The Turkey Merchants would not interfere, where a National Good is concerned; but they 
would be ſorry to ſee a hopeleſs Trial made, at the immediate Riſque of their Eſtates, which they 
have ſent Abroad upon the Faith of their Charter: And they therefore hope ſome Regard will be 
had for them by the Publick. 
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